
Follow 
the olive
timeline to
learn how
olives made
their way to
America.

www.CalOlive.org 
Check out the

Educator section for
more activities and

information.

Food Thoughtfor
Many foods grown in the United States today came here along with explorers, settlers and 

immigrants. Olives were among the first foods to arrive here this way. 

Thousands of
years ago

1500s
Explorers
from Europe 
bring
young 
olive trees 
to South 
America.

In California
many olive
trees produce
olives for 
eating and oil
for cooking.
The oil was
even used in
lamps.

Olive trees grow in countries all around the
Mediterranean Sea. 

California housewife Freda Ehmann
"invents" black ripe olives on her
back porch.

1897

1900s
Olives are grown in
central California and
shipped to modern
canneries for canning.
From there, they are
shipped all over the
United States.

Twenty-one
billion California

Black Ripe Olives
are produced
each year.

Today

1800s

1700s
Franciscan monks bring
young olive trees to  

California from South   
America.
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